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GRANT SUMMARY SHEET

Grant Name: FOWP Nature Center Barn 2026

PARKS & RECREATIONDepartment:

Friends of Warner Parks

FOWP Nature Center Barn 2026 grant.  This in-kind grant from Friends of Warner Parks 
provides for renovations to the Warner Park Nature Center Barn and shed.  The value of the 
in-kind grant is not to exceed $1,200,000.00. No match or other obligations to Metro Parks 
or Metro Government.  No funds will be sent to Metro Parks.  The project will be paid for 
directly by Friends of Warner Parks.

Grantor:

Pass-Through Grantor 
(If applicable):

Program Description:

Total Award this Action: $0.00

Cash Match Amount $0.00

Department Contact: Alan Enzo
862-8400

Plan for continuation of services upon grant expiration:

N/A

Status: NEW
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Resolution No. ______________ 
 

A resolution accepting an in-kind grant from the Friends of Warner Parks to 
the Metropolitan Government, acting by and through the Metropolitan Board 
of Parks and Recreation, to fund the renovation of the Warner Park Nature 
Center barn and shed.   

 
WHEREAS, the Friends of Warner Parks have awarded an in-kind grant with an estimated 
value not to exceed $1,200,000 with no cash match required, to the Metropolitan Government, 
acting by and through the Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recreation, to fund the renovation of 
the Warner Park Nature Center barn and shed; and,      
 
WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the citizens of The Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County that this in-kind grant be accepted. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE METROPOLITAN 
GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY: 
 
Section 1. That the in-kind grant by and between the Friends of Warner Parks, with an 
estimated value not to exceed $1,200,000, and the Metropolitan Government, acting by and 
through the Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recreation, to fund the renovation of the Warner 
Park Nature Center barn and shed, a copy of which in-kind grant is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein, is hereby approved. 
 
Section 2. That this in-kind grant be appropriated to the Metropolitan Nashville Parks 
Department based on the revenues estimated to be received and any match to be applied. 
 
Section 3. That this resolution shall take effect from and after its adoption, the welfare of 
The Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County requiring it. 
 
APPROVED AS TO AVAILABILITY   INTRODUCED BY: 
OF FUNDS:    
 
_____________________________           _____________________________ 
Jenneen Reed, Director 
Department of Finance            _____________________________  
      
               _____________________________ 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND   Member(s) of Council  
LEGALITY: 
 
_____________________________  
Assistant Metropolitan Attorney 
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March 12, 2026

Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recreation
511 Oman St. 
Nashville, TN 37203

Re: Friends of Warner Parks improvement project grant

Dear Parks Board Members,

Jenny Hannon, President of Friends of Warner Parks, requests the Metropolitan Board of Parks 
and Recreation (Metro Parks) to accept an in-kind grant not to exceed $1,200,000 from Friends of 
Warner Parks to fund the renovation of the Warner Park Nature Center barn and shed.

This grant requires no match for Metro Parks.  No money will be sent to Metro Parks.  The project will 
be paid for directly by Friends of Warner Parks.

We are in communication with Metro Parks staff on the proposed project and will continue to work 
with them on the details of plans, materials, and schedule as the project moves forward.  Friends of 
Warner Parks will not proceed with the project until final written approval is provided by appropriate 
Parks staff. 

Thank you once again for the opportunity to work in partnership with Metro Parks for the benefit of 
Warner Parks. A brief project summary is attached for your review. If you have any questions about this 
request, please do not hesitate to call me at 615-370-8053.

Sincerely,

Jenny Hannon
President, Friends of Warner Parks
50 Vaughn Rd.
Nashville, TN 37221
615-370-8053
jhannon@warnerparks.org
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Renovation of the Warner Park Nature Center barn and shed 

Summary 
Rooted in over 50 years of service through the Warner Park Nature Center (WPNC), the Nature Discovery Program 
is evolving into a citywide model of equity, innovation, and sustainability. The program - a partnership between 
Friends of Warner Parks, the Warner Park Nature Center, and Metro Parks Community Centers – reaches youth 
who lack direct access to nature and who are often underrepresented in traditional environmental education and 
outdoor recreation programs. As the program continues to grow, a renovated Nature Discovery building is at the 
heart of a vision to expand its reach and impact. A flexible, year-round education space will allow WPNC to sustain 
and scale programming while providing new opportunities for environmental learning, community engagement, 
and outdoor exploration. 
 
Nature Discovery Program Needs 
Demand for the Nature Discovery Program exceeds available capacity. Program participation has grown steadily 
and now surpasses the available indoor programming space, particularly during peak seasons. Additional space is 
essential to support Spring, Fall, and Winter Break programs, as well as expanded summer camp offerings. 

 In 2025, the Nature Discovery Program delivered 157 programs for 2,102 Community Center youth at 26 Metro 
Community Centers. 

Current facilities also limit program flexibility. The primary classroom is frequently used as a staging area for camp, 
making it unavailable for education programs, meetings, and community use. As a result, opportunities to serve 
additional school groups, community organizations, and public programs are constrained. 

An additional conditioned indoor space at WPNC would allow the nature center to host large school groups (60+ 
students), winter bird banding, or hands-on workshops. Attendance and program demand are expected to continue 
increasing. 

Campus Additions & Enhancements 
The Nature Discovery Center will serve as a catalyst for broader campus improvements. 
 
The renovation will include a workshop space to relocate maintenance and storage functions, as well as covered 
outdoor equipment storage. 
 
In addition, site and visitor improvements will be made. Examples may include new walkways, signage, lighting for 
safety, Bird Education Plaza, public water fountain with dog water feature, expanded native landscaping, and 
covered parking for Nature Center vehicles. 
 
Together, these improvements will strengthen the Nature Center’s ability to serve youth, families, and the broader 
community while supporting the long-term sustainability of the Nature Discovery Program. 
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