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An ordinance amending Chapters 16.04 and 16.24 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws to require a fence permit
for permanent fences to be constructed within Nashville and Davidson County.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND
DAVIDSON COUNTY:

Section 1. That Section 16.04.070 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by deleting
Subsection A and adding a new Subsection A as follows:

A. The director of codes administration shall issue or cause to be issued, all permits and notices required
by Chapters 16.04, 16.24 and 16.28 through 16.56 and shall keep or cause to be kept a record of all
such permits and notices and all other business transactions of the department of codes
administration. Such records of the department shall be open to public inspection during the regular
business hours of the department.

Section 2. That Section 16.24.330 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by deleting existing
Subsections T.5, T.6, and T.7 and adding new Subsections T.5, T.6, T.7 and T.8 as follows:

5. Fences shall be constructed in such a manner so that all fence cross beams and cross bracing shall
face the interior of the property, and shall not be oriented toward the street or an adjacent property.

6. All fences shall require a permit to be issued by the department of codes administration prior to
construction. All associated fees required for a fence permit shall be determined by the department of
codes administration.

7. Fences shall be constructed according to the visibility requirements in Section 17.20.180 of the
metropolitan zoning code.

8. The provisions of subsections T.3, T.4., and T.6 of this section shall not apply to temporary construction
fencing, temporary tree protection fencing, temporary festival fencing, fencing around a place of
incarceration, or to any fence located on property in the AR, AG, R80 or RS80 zoning districts as
designated on the official zoning map of the metropolitan government.

Section 2. All fences constructed prior to the adoption of this ordinance and are not constructed in a manner

that may create a visibility hazard as determined by Nashville Department of Transportation and Multimodal
Infrastructure shall be exempted from the fence permitting requirement.

Section 3. The Metropolitan Clerk is directed to publish a notice announcing such change in a newspaper of
general circulation within five days following final passage.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2026, the welfare of The Metropolitan Government of
Nashville and Davidson County requiring it.

Analysis

This ordinance, as amended, amends Chapters 16.04 and 16.24 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws to require a

fence permit for permanent fences to be constructed within Nashville and Davidson County.
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As amended, the ordinance would amend Section 16.24.330 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws to require a

permit to be issued by the Department of Codes Administration prior to construction of a new permanent,

opaque fence. For purposes of this section, an opaque fence is any fence that has an opacity of greater than

50 percent. Opacity is defined as the degree of openness to which light or views are blocked measured

perpendicular to the fence for each fence section between supports.

The requirement shall not apply to temporary construction fencing, temporary tree protection fencing,

temporary festival fencing, fencing around a jail or prison, or to any fence located on property in the AR, AG,

R80 or RS80 zoning districts.

All previously constructed fences shall be exempted from the fence permitting requirement if the fences do not

create a visibility hazard as determined by Nashville Department of Transportation and Multimodal

Infrastructure. All associated fees required for a fence permit shall be determined by the Department of Codes

Administration.

The ordinance would also amend Section 16.04.070 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws to allow the Director of

the Department of Codes Administration to issue permits under Chapter 16.24 of the Metropolitan Code.

The ordinance would take effect on January 1, 2026, following the publication of a notice announcing the

change by the Metropolitan Clerk.
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