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A Resolution recognizing October 2, 2025, as Wrongful Conviction Day in Nashville and Davidson County.

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County is committed to promoting
justice, fairness, and the protection of the innocent; and

WHEREAS, wrongful convictions cause irreparable harm to people, families, and communities, and undermine
public confidence in the justice system; and

WHEREAS, the following people were wrongfully convicted in Tennessee, and then exonerated: Wayne
Burgess, exonerated after serving 24.5 years in prison; Charlie Dunn, served 26.4 years in prison, but died in
prison before being exonerated; Claude Garrett, exonerated after serving 29 years in prison; Paul Shane
Garrett, exonerated after serving 8.5 years in prison; Scott Minton, exonerated after serving 31 years in prison;
Darren Price, exonerated after serving 17 years in prison; Joyce Watkins, exonerated after serving 27.2 years
in prison; Ricky Lee Webb, exonerated after serving 46.5 years in prison; and Artis Whitehead, exonerated
after serving 21 years in prison; and

WHEREAS, the wrongful convictions of Charlie Dunn, Claude Garrett, Paul Shane Garrett, and Joyce Watkins
occurred in Davidson County; and

WHEREAS, raising awareness about wrongful convictions such as these and the systemic factors that
contribute to them helps foster reforms to prevent future injustices; and

WHEREAS, recognizing Wrongful Conviction Day within Nashville and Davidson County will serve as a
meaningful reminder of the need for vigilance, reform, and support for exonerees; and

WHEREAS, recognizing Wrongful Conviction Day will highlight Nashville’s and Davidson County’s
commitment to criminal justice reform, due process, and the protection of Constitutional rights.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF NASHVILLE AND
DAVIDSON COUNTY:

Section 1. That the Metropolitan Council hereby goes on record as recognizing October 2, 2025, as Wrongful
Conviction Day in Nashville and Davidson County, acknowledging the wrongful convictions of innocent
individuals and supporting ongoing efforts to address this crucial issue.

Section 2. That the Metropolitan Council encourages all residents, organizations, and officials to observe
Wrongful Conviction Day by reflecting on the importance of justice, supporting reform initiatives, and promoting
awareness.

Section 3. That the Metropolitan Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the Tennessee
Innocence Project.

Section 4. That this Resolution shall take effect from and after its adoption, the welfare of The Metropolitan
Government of Nashville and Davidson County requiring it.
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