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An ordinance amending Section 11.12.080 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws related to the discharge of
weapons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF
NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY:

Section 1. That Section 11.12.080 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is amended by deleting Subsection A and
replacing it with the following:

A. It is unlawful for any person to discharge or fire any firearm within the urban services district of the
metropolitan government at any time, and within the general services district of the metropolitan
government during the nighttime or within 500 feet of an occupied residential structure. For the
purposes of this section, the word "nighttime" means that period of time beginning thirty minutes
after dusk and ending thirty minutes prior to sunrise.

Section 2. That Section 11.12.080 of the Metropolitan Code is further amended by adding the following new
Subsections C.5 and C.6 as follows:

5. Within the general services district, a discharge or firing of any firearm within 500 feet of an
occupied residential structure with the permission of the owner of the structure and with the
permission of the owner of the property. Permission must be obtained from the owner of any
structure within 500 feet of the discharge or firing prior to the discharge or firing of the firearm;
or

6. Where the discharge of a firearm is expressly authorized or permitted by state law.

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage, the welfare of The Metropolitan
Government of Nashville and Davidson County requiring it.

Analysis

This ordinance amends Section 11.12.080 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws related to the discharge of

weapons.

Currently, the Metropolitan Code of Laws provides that it is unlawful to discharge any firearm within the urban

services district at any time, and within the general services district during the nighttime. “Nighttime” is defined

as the period of time 30 minutes after dusk and 30 minutes prior to sunrise. There are exceptions to this rule,

including the allowance of the discharge of a firearm (1) while in the lawful performance of duty as an officer of

the law, (2) within a legally established shooting range or shooting gallery where precautions have been taken

to insure the protection of human life and property, (3) while lawfully engaged in hunting, as permitted by the

state, upon any property located within the urban services district of the metropolitan government; or (4) while

legally defending person or property.
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The ordinance under consideration prohibits the discharge of a weapon in the general services district within

500 feet of an occupied residential structure. An exception would be added to allow for the discharging of a

weapon within 500 feet of an occupied residential structure with the prior permission of the owner of the

structure and the owner of the property. An exception would also be made for where the discharge of a firearm

is expressly authorized or permitted by state law.
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