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OMB Number: 4040-0004

Expiration Date: 12/31/2022

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application:

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier:

6. Date Received by State: 7. State Application Identifier:

* a. Legal Name:

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): * c. UEI:

* Street1:

Street2:

* City:

County/Parish:

* State:

Province:

* Country:

* Zip / Postal Code:

Department Name: Division Name:

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

Title:

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Number: Fax Number:

* Email:

* If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

* Other (Specify):

State Use Only:

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

d. Address:

e. Organizational Unit:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

Preapplication

Application

Changed/Corrected Application

New

Continuation

Revision

Completed by Grants.gov upon submission.

USA: UNITED STATES

DocuSign Envelope ID: C291BAAB-5CA5-4AFE-A414-F3DAFDCD85AB



* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

* 10. Name of Federal Agency:

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

CFDA Title:

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

* Title:

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

View AttachmentsDelete AttachmentsAdd Attachments

View AttachmentDelete AttachmentAdd Attachment
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* a. Federal

* b. Applicant

* c. State

* d. Local

* e. Other

* f.  Program Income

* g. TOTAL

.

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

* Title:

* Telephone Number:

* Email:

Fax Number:

* Signature of Authorized Representative: * Date Signed:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

21. *By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances** and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims  may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency 
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* a. Applicant

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

* b. Program/Project

* a. Start Date: * b. End Date:

16. Congressional Districts Of:

17. Proposed Project:

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on

b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

Yes No

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

** I AGREE

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt?  (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach
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Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer 
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of  
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or 
guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying 
Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or 
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the  
required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000  
for each such failure.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

* SIGNATURE: * DATE:

* PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Suffix:

Middle Name:

* Title:

* Last Name:

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance 

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

Prefix: * First Name:
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Department of General Services
Richard H. Fulton Campus

730 2nd Avenue South 
P.O. Box 196300 

Nashville, TN 37219-6300 
615-862-5050, 615-862-5035 (Fax)

Metropolitan Government 
of Nashville and Davidson County

John Cooper, Mayor 
Velvet Hunter, Interim Director

June 28, 2021 
 
 
Dear USDA Grant Review Committee:
 
 
Metro Nashville’s Department of General Services Division of Sustainability is excited to 
offer support to Metro Nashville Waste Services, under the Metro Nashville Department 
of Water and Sewerage Services (MWS), for USDA’s Community Compost and Food 
Waste Reduction Pilot Projects. Our department is committed to infusing sustainable best 
practices into city facilities, including the reduction of waste, so this initiative aligns with 
our department’s goals. 
 
As manager of over 84 facilities across Davidson County comprising more than 3.5 
million square feet, General Services educates and nudges building occupants and visitors 
to sustainable placement of waste throughout the facilities which currently includes 
separate waste and recycling containers in office spaces and common areas. The Division 
is piloting weekly compost collection and pick-up in two office spaces and has been 
successful in large part due to our education and outreach program Socket, Nashville’s 
Sustainability Outlet. Socket is an environmental, outreach program for Metro General 
Services and features an interactive website socket.nashville.gov, a monthly newsletter 
theConnection, active social media presence across Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, 
MetroConnect tours of innovative and sustainable city projects led by and for Metro 
employees, interactive kiosks in city buildings, and “Lunch ‘n Learn” sustainability 
workshops for employees, and other sustainability interactive events. 

In support of this grant we specifically offer to collaborate in identifying potential pilot 
sites for both community food scrap drop-off sites for Nashville residents that is easily 
accessible, in high-traffic areas, and ideal for this type of service. In addition, we will 
also identify Metro owned properties that are best suitable for Metro employees (and 
community members) to drop-off food scraps. Through Socket, Nashville’s Sustainability 
Outlet we can educate community members and Metro employees on how and why 
composting is important via workshops, social media, website videos, and signage. 

We look forward to working together towards reducing food waste throughout Metro 
facilities and our Nashville community. Please let me know if there is anything 
information you may need. 

Sincerely,

Laurel Creech
Laurel Creech, Assistant Director Division of Sustainability  
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June 25, 2021 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Urban Green Lab (UGL) is proud to serve as the educational partner to Metro Nashville 
Waste Services (MNWS) and others in our joint application to the USDA’s 2021 
Community Compost & Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) cooperative agreement 
opportunity. 
 
Founded in 2009, UGL teaches communities how to live sustainably.  We envision a 
world where sustainability learning is a part of life.  Winner of the Governor’s 
Environmental Stewardship and Frist Innovation in Action awards, we organize teams in 
classrooms and workplaces, train them how to teach others and their families, and 
connect them to educational resources that make a meaningful difference.  
 
Among other year-round educational programs, UGL leads the Nashville Food Waste 
Initiative (NFWI), in partnership with the Natural Resources Defense Council and 
Environmental Law Institute.  The NFWI is designed to encourage local policies and 
strategies that reduce wasted food through rescuing surplus food for those in need, 
recycling food scraps for healthy soils, and preventing wasted food in the first place.  In 
2020, the NFWI launched a new citywide effort to grow community composting pilot sites 
with training support from the Institute for Local Self Reliance (ILSR). 
 
MNWS and UGL have collaborated for years on reducing food waste as members of the 
NFWI Steering Committee, the solid waste subcommittee of the Mayor’s Sustainability 
Advisory Committee (which UGL co-leads), the Nashville Sustainability Roundtable (which 
UGL hosts), and creation of Nashville’s first long-term solid waste master plan titled 
“Achieving Zero Waste” which calls for zero waste to landfill by the year 2050.  
Additionally, MNWS and UGL co-host a bi-weekly webinar series for Nashvillians called 

which invites local experts on a variety of sustainability and waste-
related topics to educate about issues and best practices.    
 
For this project, UGL will work with MNWS to integrate food waste reduction and 
community compost learning more deeply into our existing educational programming 
citywide, including in K-12 schools, nonprofits, and businesses, with a focus on 1) 
promoting use of Metro Nashville’s community compost pilot drop-off locations, 2) helping 
share data collected at those sites with stakeholders, and 3) teaching Metro staff and the 
general public about the sites and how to use them effectively.   
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Letter of Commitment, USDA Proposal, 6.25.21      2

We’re confident this approach can be successful, not only for Nashville, Davidson County, 
and our southe rn pee r citie s, but as a mode l nationwide .   
 
Please  le t me know if you nee d anything e lse  and thanks for the  conside ration. 
 
Re spectfully, 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Todd Lawrence      
Executive  Director     
PO Box 68348      
Nashville , TN, 37206     
todd@urbangreenlab.org    
(615) 442-7072     
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June 30, 2021

Dear USDA Grant Manager, 

We were pleased to hear that Nashville is applying for a Community Compost and Food Waste 
Reduction (CCFWR) Pilot Project grant, and to issue this letter of support for their application. Nashville 
is a participant in NRDC’s (Natural Resources Defense Council) Food Matters program, which partners 
with cities on a regional basis to adopt and expand policies and programs to prevent food from going to 
waste, rescue surplus food, and recycle food scraps. All of the cities in our regional initiative have 
committed to working on a defined set of strategies to reduce food waste, as well as to measuring the 
impacts of their initiatives and prioritizing racial equity in their work. Nashville in particular is a key 
leader in this initiative, given NRDC’s longer-standing partnership with the city and the Nashville Food 
Waste Initiative on forward-thinking food waste initiatives. Nashville’s proposal to expand their 
successful community food scrap recycling drop-off program (which NRDC profiled here, 
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/nashville-residential-food-scrap-recycling-cs.pdf) builds on 
their great work and is a meaningful next step in expanding access to food scrap recycling throughout 
the city. 

NRDC has witnessed Nashville’s commitment to food waste reduction firsthand – our cities participate in 
regular technical advisory check-ins with the NRDC team, as well as joining monthly cohort meetings to 
share advice and questions on strategy implementation, successes, and challenges with their fellow 
cohort cities and the NRDC team. Our partner cities are deeply committed to doing the work and 
continuing their progress beyond the scope of engagement with NRDC. They are well-positioned to be 
successful in their new undertakings, as well as to share the learnings and results from their activities 
with other cities, to help the work grow even beyond the scope of the grant. 

Thank you for considering Nashville’s application, and please let us know if we can answer any further 
questions. 

Best, 

Yvette 

YVETTE CABRERA  
Director, Food Waste 
Healthy People & Thriving Communities Program  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL
40 W. 20TH ST
NEW YORK, NY 10011
T 212.727.4672
YCABRERA@NRDC.ORG          
NRDC.ORG
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APPLICATION SIGNATURE PAGE 
FOR 

APPLICATION FOR USDA Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction 
Pilot Projects Grant  

(USDA-NRCS-NHQ-CCFWR-21-NOFO0001112) 
 

 
METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY  
 
 
 
        
_______________________________  _______________________ 
Scott Potter, Director    Date 
Department Water and Sewerage Services 
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