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OMB No. 3135-0012 Expires 
10/31/2022 

Accessibility Questions
Rev. 6/28/19 

Federal regulations require all projects funded by the National Endowment for the Arts be accessible to people with 
disabilities.  Please complete this form. 

Offers and FY18 & later awards - upload this form to REACH
FY17 & older awards, email the form to grants@arts.gov

If you have questions regarding filling out the questionnaire contact the Arts Endowment’s Accessibility Office at (202) 
682-5532 or accessibility@arts.gov.  Additional guidance on accessibility requirements is available at the end of this
form.

Application/Award #: Date:

Organization: 

1. PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY
Buildings and facilities (including projects held in historic facilities) are required to be physically accessible for the
general public and employees. Physical accessibility can include, but is not limited to:

ground-level/no-step entry, ramped access, and/or elevators to project facilities and outdoor spaces;
integrated and dispersed wheelchair seating in assembly areas;
wheelchair-accessible box office, stage/backstage, meeting, and dressing rooms;
wheelchair-accessible display cases, exhibit areas, and counters;
accessible studio, classroom, and work spaces;
accessible artist residency studios and living spaces;
wheelchair-accessible restrooms and water fountains; and
directional signage for accessible entrances, restrooms, and other facilities.

In the box below, explain how your project will meet this requirement. 

For State Arts Agencies / Regional Arts Organizations Partnership Agreements and Local Arts Agencies* only - address 
the physical accessibility of your venue(s) and office spaces, and how you obtain information about your subgrantees’ 
compliance. 
*A unit of city or county government or officially designated to operate on behalf of its local government and that has
been recommended for a subgranting project.

1864835-62

Metro Nashville Arts Commission 

All Metro Nashville Government and Vanderbilt University buildings are fully accessible and include: 
-ground-level/no-step entry, ramped access, and/or elevators to project facilities and outdoor spaces 
-wheelchair-accessible restrooms and water fountains; and 
-directional signage for accessible entrances, restrooms, and other facilities.
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2. PROGRAMMATIC ACCESSIBILITY
The programmatic aspects of the project are required to be accessible as either part of the planned activity or upon
request, where relevant.  Programmatic accessibility can include, but is not limited to:

public contact information and designation of an accessibility coordinator for requesting accommodations;
accessible electronic materials and websites, including on-line application and grant systems (where relevant)
print materials in alternative formats, such as large-print brochures/labels/programs, Braille, and
electronic/digital formats;
accommodations for performances, tours, and lectures, such as audio description, tactile opportunities, sign
language interpretation, and real-time captioning;
closed/open captioning of video and film; and
assistive listening devices.

In the box below, explain how your project will meet this requirement. 

State Arts Agencies / Regional Arts Organizations Partnership Agreements and Local Arts Agencies only - address 
programmatic accessibility of your own initiatives/activities, including accommodations for employees, and how you 
obtain information about your subgrantees’ compliance.

See the Guidelines and Appendix A of the General Terms & Conditions for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to 
Organizations for a list of National Policy and Other Legal Requirements, Statutes, and Regulations that govern awards.  

For accessibility requirements see specifically, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, (29 U.S.C. 
794) as well as The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 12101-12213), implemented
by the NEA at 45 U.S.C. 1151.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, provides that no otherwise qualified individual with a 
disability in the United States shall, solely by reason of his/her disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance (29 USC 
794).  

Access should be integrated into all facets and activities of an organization, from day to day operations to long-range 
goals and objectives.  Access accommodations and services should be given a high priority and funds should be available 
for these services.  All organizations are legally required to provide reasonable and necessary accommodations for staff 
and visitors with disabilities. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), as amended, prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in 
employment (Title I); State and local government services (Title II); and places of public accommodation and commercial 

The Metro Nashville Arts Commission has an identified accessibility coordinator, provides translation services, 
provides service for hearing/sight impaired, and provides materials in several formats. 
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facilities (Title III) (42 USC 12101-12213).  The ADA's requirements apply regardless of whether you receive federal 
funds.  

Resources
http://arts.gov/accessibility/accessibility-resources/publications-checklists-resources

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement  
The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated at an average of one hour per response. This 
includes the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. We welcome any suggestions that you might have on 
improving the guidelines and making them as easy to use as possible. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to: webmgr@arts.gov, 
attention: Reporting Burden. Note: Applicants/awardees are not required to respond to the collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) control number. 
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From: Brian Lusher
To: Grants; caroline.vincent@nashville.gov
Cc: NEA Historic and Environmental Review; Locals; claudette.stager@tn.gov
Subject: CLEARED: NEA Grant Application 1864835-62 Metro Nashville Arts Commission
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 11:14:00 AM

Dear Caroline:  

I am re-sending this email with the correct support statement, below.

Thank you for submitting the NEA’s NHPA/NEPA questionnaire.

Your grant application has been cleared for historic and environmental concerns. 

Please read this email  carefully. Although your grant activities require no further National Historic
Preservation Act, Section 106 Review actions on the part of your organization, it contains
information about your responsibilities under federal law that impact your organization's legal
obligations. Retain this correspondence for your records.

Your grant application requests funding to support: expanded professional development
opportunities in equity training for Nashville-based arts leaders.

Activities will consist primarily of lectures, discussions, and project development.
Activities will take place virtually or at the Curb Center at Vanderbilt University. The address of
the Curb Center 1801 Edgehill Ave, Nashville, TN 37212.

Exemption (please see Exhibit A for further detail, below):
# 2

Changes in grant activities after review:  If there are any changes in the scope of the approved
project, particularly in regards to locations, you must do the following before implementing,

 
1. Submit a change request via REACH - https://grants.arts.gov/eGMS-

Reach/Login.aspx
2. Complete and attach a new NHPA / NEPA Questionnaire via REACH.

The Arts Endowment is required to conduct another NHPA / NEPA level of review on your
project activities. Failure to inform us of the true nature of your use of federal funds and
required cost share is a violation of federal law and the terms and conditions of the grant.
 

Additionally, you must notify the NEA immediately if you determine that your project touches upon
the interests of any federally recognized Indian tribe.

 
If you are already working with your SHPO on this project, please send a copy of any relevant
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correspondence from the SHPO. Additionally, please ensure that requirements of NEPA, as well as
the NHPA and local permitting rules, are considered and adhered to.

If you have any questions about either NHPA or NEPA and the NEA's involvement in the reviews
associated with these acts, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 682-5584, or by email at
lusherb@arts.gov.
 
Sincerely,
 

Brian Lusher

Brian Lusher

Historic Preservation Officer |

National Endowment for the Arts

400 7th Street SW | Washington DC 20506

lusherb@arts.gov | 202-682-5584 (p) | 202-682-5660 (fax)

Learn more about the arts in your community at arts.gov

 
Information on the NEA’s National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 Review Process:

In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act ("NHPA"), a Federal agency, such as the
NEA, must undertake a historic preservation review when an applicant seeks Federal funding for a
proposed project that has the potential to alter, impact, or adapt for reuse a historic structure or
site.  The historic preservation review is set forth in Section 106 of the NHPA and the regulations to
that Act, and for that reason is often called a "Section 106 Review."  The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) has similar requirements for review of both environmental and historic resources,
and the NEA integrates these reviews.  Further information on NHPA can be found at
http://www.achp.gov/citizensguide.html, and information regarding NEPA may be accessed at
http://www.epa.gov/Compliance/basics/nepa.html.  Likewise, a good guide to historic preservation
can be found at www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/guidelines/index.htm. 
 
The NEA has entered into a Programmatic Agreement with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation ("ACHP") and the National Conference on Historic Preservation ("NCSHPO"), dated June
20, 2014 (the "Programmatic Agreement"). This Programmatic Agreement identifies certain activities
and exempts them from Section 106 review (the "Exemptions"). Please review Exhibit A to this letter
for a complete list of the Exemptions. The Programmatic Agreement is available in its entirety on the
NEA's webpage at http://arts.gov/sites/default/files/NEA-ACHP-NCSHPO-PA.pdf.

 
EXHIBIT A

 
The Exemptions under the Programmatic Agreement
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(The Exemptions are also located on Attachment A of the Programmatic Agreement for your
reference)

 
 

1. In-kind replacement or repairs within an existing facility that is not 50 years or older,
determined to be eligible or listed individually or as a contributing element on the National
Register of Historic Places.

2. Public events of a limited size and duration causing no permanent effect on locations that
are listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (e.g., book festival
on the National Mall, theater production in New York City's Central Park, dance workshop at
the Log Cabin in the Presidio in San Francisco). 

 

3. Structures and installations for outdoor art and cultural festivals with minimal to no ground
disturbance that are carried out in such a manner that does not preclude returning the site
to its original condition.

4. Outdoor murals and other art painted on, mounted on, or adjacent to a building that is not
50 years or older, determined to be eligible listed individually or as a contributing element
on the NRHP;

5. Temporary public art such as sculpture, statuary, banners, mixed-media or painting -
provided it is 100% reversible, and in no way damages or necessitates the installation of
hardware on a resource determined to be eligible, listed individually or as a contributing
element on the NRHP.

6. Permanent wayfinding signs and other similar artistic directional installations, provided they
are not installed in a location that is listed or eligible for listing either individually or as a
contributing resource on the NRHP or on a building that is 50 years old or older or
determined to be eligible, listed individually or as a contributing element on the NRHP.

7. Small structures such as benches, bus shelters, produce stands and similar small structures,
that do not require substantial ground disturbance to be installed, provided they are not
attached to or dependent upon buildings or structures listed in or eligible for listing either
individually or as a contributing resource on the NRHP and do not preclude the returning
the site to its original condition.

8. Maintenance and rehabilitation of a landscape consistent with the site's existing purpose
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and use (e.g., community garden, urban park), if not located within a known archeological
site.  Creation of new community gardens or addition of large-scale landscape elements are
not included in this exemption.

9. Projects and programs that support conceptual planning, design and research.

a. Examples include:

 i.      Feasibility and planning studies; 
 ii.      Early design development work, such as conceptual drawings and renderings;

 iii.      Design competitions;
 iv.      Community workshops;

 v.      Cultural asset mapping; and
 vi.      Design charrettes.

 
b.   This exclusion may not be applied if the project or program phase that is being

supported:
 

i.            Will go beyond the planning, study, research or competition phase; or
 ii.         Is an attempt to segment the project to avoid review and result in an actual

selection or decision, that limits consideration of other reasonable alternatives.
 

10. Information gathering, data analysis and processing, information dissemination, review,
interpretation and development of documents. Examples include but are not limited to :
document mailings, publication and distribution, training and information programs,
historical and cultural demonstrations, and public affairs actions, studies, reports,
proposals, analyses, literature reviews and computer modeling.
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