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Grant Name: FY2022 EDI Community Project Funding Grant: B-22-CP-TN-
0854 22-30

HISTORIAL COMMISSIONDepartment:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT

FY2022 EDI Community Project Funding Grant: B-22-CP-TN-0854 - Project Description: 
American Baptist College Historic Building Improvements and Civil Rights Walking Tour - 
In the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022, (P.L. 117-103) (the Act), Congress made 

(CPF) awards are administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). 

Grantor:

Pass-Through Grantor 
(If applicable):

Program Description:

Total Award this Action: $796,812.00

Cash Match Amount $0.00

Department Contact: Summers, Dustin
8627970

Plan for continuation of services upon grant expiration:

N/A

Status: NEW
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RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 
 

A resolution accepting an Economic Development Initiative, Community 
Project Funding grant from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to the Metropolitan Government, acting by and through 
the Metropolitan Nashville Historical Commission, to provide funding for 
American Baptist College Historic Building Improvements and a Civil Rights 
Walking Tour.    

 
WHEREAS, HUD has awarded a grant in an amount not to exceed $796,812.00 with no cash 
match required to the Metropolitan Government, acting by and through the Metropolitan 
Nashville Historical Commission, to provide funding for American Baptist College Historic 
Building Improvements and a Civil Rights Walking Tour; and,     
 
WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the citizens of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County that this grant be accepted. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE METROPOLITAN 
GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY: 
 
Section 1. That the Economic Development Initiative, Community Project Funding grant by 
and between the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, in an amount not to 
exceed $796,812.00, to the Metropolitan Government, acting by and through the Metropolitan 
Nashville Historical Commission, to provide funding for American Baptist College Historic 
Building Improvements and a Civil Rights Walking Tour, a copy of which is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein, is hereby approved.   
 
Section 2. That the amount of this grant be appropriated to the Metropolitan Nashville 
Historical Commission based on the revenues estimated to be received and any match to be 
applied. 
 
Section 3. That this resolution shall take effect from and after its adoption, the welfare of 
The Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County requiring it. 
 
APPROVED AS TO AVAILABILITY   INTRODUCED BY: 
OF FUNDS:    
 
_____________________________           _____________________________ 
Kelly Flannery, Director 
Department of Finance            _____________________________  
      
               _____________________________ 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND   Member(s) of Council  
LEGALITY: 
 
_____________________________  
Metropolitan Attorney 
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FY2022 EDI Community Project Funding Grant: B-22-CP-TN-0854 

Project Narrative 
American Baptist College (ABC), an HBCU, played a pivotal role for African 
Americans in their fight for Civil Rights, especially in the 1950s and 1960s in both 
Nashville and on the national stage. Formerly known as the American Baptist 
Theological Seminary, the core of its historic campus, a National Register Historic 
District, includes three historic contributing building that need repairs to remain 
viable, and an additional set of (NRE) buildings that were formerly used to house 
the married student population, but now used a learning spaces. These buildings, 
whose uses as a dormitory, classrooms, library, and chapel, were places where 
many of those who became leaders in the Civil Rights movement got their 
education and training. Reverend Kelly Miller Smith, the first nationally significant 
Civil Rights leader associated with the school, was a trustee and teacher at this 
time, and the institution graduated several men who became leaders in the 
movement including former Representative John Lewis, C. T. Vivian, Bernard 
Lafayette, Jr., and James Bevel.  

This EDI Community Project includes improvements to all four campus buildings 
as well as the development and installation of a historic interpretative plan. The 
improvements include window repair and replacement, upgrading electrical 
systems to meet modern building codes, replacing outdated and inefficient HVAC 
buildings systems, providing ADA accessibility, installation of a security system, 
and roof repairs. As a complement to these improvements, a walking tour of the 
campus will be created that will incorporate historical markers (a long-running 
program of the Metro Historical Commission) and interpretive signage branded 
with QR codes. The walking tour will focus on the history of the institution and its 
role in the Civil Rights the creation of an ABC walking tour associated with the 
MHC Foundation’s Nashville Sites program (a free mobile-friendly website that 
provides theme-based tours of Nashville historic and cultural sites, both in-person 
and virtual), and associated interpretive signage branded with QR codes as a way 
to educate the public about the college’s significance and role in the Civil Rights 
story.  

We expect the project to take between 24 to 30 months to complete. 
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FY2022 EDI Community Project Funding Grant: B-22-CP-TN-0854 

Project Budget 
Total project budget approved for the grant proposal is $796,812. A breakdown 
of the project budget follows. Bids were acquired for work noted and can be 
provided if needed. 

Flakes Administration Building 

• Repair and/or replacement of windows - $318,216
• Access control/security upgrades - $3,000
• HVAC system upgrades/replacements - $18,000
• Electrical work associated with HVAC upgrades - $1,860

Total cost of work to Flakes Administration Building - $341,076 

Griggs Hall 

• Access control/security upgrades - $12,500
• HVAC system upgrades/replacements - $7,000
• Door repairs - $2,500
• ADA ramp construction - $11,352
• Electrical work associated with HVAC upgrades - $2,785

Total cost of work to Griggs Hall - $36,137 

Lewis-Scruggs Leadership Development Building 

• Access control/security upgrades - $15,500
• ADA building entrance construction - $20,000
• ADA ramp construction - $25,148
• HVAC system upgrades/replacements - $12,000
• Electrical work associated with HVAC upgrades - $3,468

Total cost of work to Lewis-Scruggs Leadership Dev. Bldg. - $76,116 

McClure Library: Cost of work- $276,153 

• Window repair/replacement - $120,000
• Fire escape improvements - $5,000
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• Access control/security upgrades - $5,000
• HVAC system upgrades/replacements - $27,000
• Roof and access hatch repairs - $17,400
• Electrical work associated with HVAC upgrades - $1,753
• Library bookshelves and furniture - $100,000

Total cost of work to McClure Library - $276,153 

Historic Interpretive Plan Implementation 

• MHC historical markers - $6,800
• Nashville Sites walking tour of campus - $10,000
• Interpretive signage associated with Nashville Sites - $3,200

Total cost of work for Historic Interpretive Plan implementation - $19,600 
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