






Neighborhood Context: North Nashville 

In 2018, Brookings Institute reRorted that 37208 had the highest rate of incarceration in the 

country due to generational poverty and lack of opportunity. McGruder Center is a beacon of 

hope. Because it is providing opportunities, care, and has the potential to continue supporting 
neighbors on their paths out of poverty. 

Additionally, investing in the McGruder Center insures that other organizations will not be pushed 
out due to rising rent. As rising property values and encroaching developers push service 
providers out of the neighborhood, like the Little Pantry That Could, the role McGruder plays in 

neighbors' lives is growing. I believe the use of services will increase as access to the Center is 

expanded through the North Nashville Transit Center- located just two blocks away at 26th 
Avenue and Clarksville Highway. 

The Problem 

The problem is that McGruder Center has suffered from 

years of neglect and is in dire need of renovation to make 

it ADA-compliant and expand its capacity. In 2020, the 

Mayor's Office greenlighted a $2.2 Million expenditure to 
begin the renovations which would have included: 

• renovating the 1960s (?) bathrooms and adding an
elevator to access the second floor

• removing asbestos and renovating an unusable wing

• creating several private offices for counseling
• resurfacing and paving the parking lot

• and other ADA-compliant upgrades

When I visited McGruder Center in early August, I was told 
that the pandemic and the rise in construction costs have 

reduced our purchasing power and most of the upgrades 

are no longer feasible. This is devastating news. Because 
community members, like me, have advocated for this 

renovation going back to the Barry Administration in 2016. 
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Philanthropic Investments: Lasting Sustainable Impact 

Community philanthropic organizations have also invested in the space. The Frist Foundation 

has provided seed funding for the Sewing Academy, and capacity-building support for The 

Nashville Food Project. Annie E. Casey Foundation provided funding for renovation-related 
community engagement. The United Way has provided operational support. The Healing Trust 

has provided operating support or rapid response grants to Corner to Corner, Preston Taylor 
Ministries, Catholic Charities, Free Hearts, and the Nashville Food Project. McGruder is also 

the location for a variety of community meetings that have led to important investments in the 
neighborhood, like the 37208 Fund. 



I believe an ARP investment in renovating McGruder Center would have a lasting sustainable 

impact on North Nashville and will serve as a catalyst for further local and national philanthropic 

investments. I also believe renovating the building would attract additional program partners that 

are committed to moving North Nashville forward. 

ARP Guidelines and Funding Request 

Based on the ARP Fact Sheet, I think this allocation would fall under the guideline for Serving the 

Hardest-Hit Communities by a) addressing educational disparities b) investments in housing and 

neighborhoods, and c) promoting healthy childhood environments. 

Based on construction estimates received from Metro General Services and insight from a local 

construction professional, I am respectfully requesting $1,743,936 be allocated to complete the 

previously planned renovations of McGruder Center.[1] An ARP investment in McGruder Center 

would have a transformational impact on the economic future of North Nashville residents and 

Greater Nashville. 

Access for Greater Nashville: North Nashville Transit Center 

While McGruder Center is housed in the heart of North Nashville, I believe an ARP allocation has 

the potential to impact Greater Nashville. According to the Nashville Business Journal, "Seven 

routes will connect at the North Nashville Transit Center, more than any other place in WeGo's 

network except for its main WeGo Central facility." 

McGruder Family Resource Center is a four-minute walk (0.2 miles) from the North Nashville 

Transit Center. The transit center is set to come online in early 2024. 

[1] Similar to MDHA's Envision Casey request, this request is for "gap" funding to complete the planned renovation that became
unfeasible due to the impact of COVID-19 and the increase in construction costs. 

As noted previously on page 4, the following items are the projects that were not included in the 
current renovations and are requested to be completed with ARP Act funds for a total of 
$1,750,000 (rounded from above).
• Renovating the 1960’s  bathrooms and adding an elevator to access the second floor
• Removing asbestos and renovating an unusable wing
• Creating several private offices for counseling
• Resurfacing and paving the parking lot
• Other ADA-compliant upgrades




