
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, THE 

TENNESEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE, V ANDERBll, T UNIVERSITY, 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, AND THE METROPOLITAN BOARD 

OF PARKS AND RECREATION, 

REGARDING THE DESCENDANT-LED EXCAVATION AT THE 

RECONSTRUCTION-ERA BLACK CIVIL WAR VETERAN COMMUNITY AT BASS 

STREET, FORT NEGLEY PARK (40DV189) 

WHEREAS, the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) plans to fund the 

Archaeological and Ethnographic Field Research Grant RFW-292005-23: Descendant-led Excavation 

at the Reconstruction-Era Black Civil War Veteran Community at Bass Street, Fort Negley Park 

(40DV189) (undertaking) pursuant to the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 

1965, Pub. L. 89-209, as amended; 20 U.S.C. § 956 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt University, which directs the Fort Negley Descendants Project, an 

oral history project focused on revealing Nashville's Black Civil War history, will be overseeing 

archaeological excavation work performed by Middle Tennessee State University; and 

WHEREAS, the undertaking consists of archaeological excavations of a Reconstruction era 

home and two public spaces in the Bass Street Community area of the Fort Negley/St. Cloud Hill site 

( 40DV189), guided by descendant oral histories; and 

WHEREAS, NEH has defined the undertaking's area of potential effects (APE) as described 

in Attachment A; and 

WHEREAS, NEH has determined that the undertaking will have an adverse effect on Fort 

Negley (40DV189), which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NHRP #75001748) and 

has consulted with the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) pursuant to 36 CFR Part 

800, the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. § 

306108); and 

WHEREAS, NEH invited the following tribes to consult: Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, 

Cherokee Nation, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Eastern Shawnee 

Tribe of Oklahoma, and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. The Tribes did not respond; and 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, THE 

TENNESEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE, VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, AND THE METROPOLITAN BOARD 

OF PARKS AND RECREATION, 

REGARDING THE DESCENDANT-LED EXCAVATION AT THE 

RECONSTRUCTION-ERA BLACK CIVIL WAR VETERAN COMMUNITY AT BASS 

STREET, FORT NEGLEY PARK (40DV189) 

SIGNATORY: 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

Ann E. Piesen, MCP Date 

Federal Preservation Officer 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, THE 

TENNESEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE, VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, AND THE METROPOLITAN BOARD 

OF PARKS AND RECREATION,  

REGARDING THE DESCENDANT-LED EXCAVATION AT THE 

RECONSTRUCTION-ERA BLACK CIVIL WAR VETERAN COMMUNITY AT BASS 

STREET, FORT NEGLEY PARK (40DV189) 

_______________ 
Date 

SIGNATORY: 

Vanderbilt University 

___________________________________ 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, THE 

TENNESEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE, VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, AND THE METROPOLITAN BOARD 

OF PARKS AND RECREATION,  

REGARDING THE DESCENDANT-LED EXCAVATION AT THE 

RECONSTRUCTION-ERA BLACK CIVIL WAR VETERAN COMMUNITY AT BASS 

STREET, FORT NEGLEY PARK (40DV189) 

_______________ 
Date 

SIGNATORY: 

Middle Tennessee State University 

___________________________________ 8/9/2024
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